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Abstract- Assamese fiction has played a significant role in reflecting the socio-cultural 

transformation of society across different historical periods. Within this literary tradition, 

women’s contribution occupies an important position through the creation of narratives that 

portray social realities, gender experiences, cultural identity, and changing human 

relationships. The literary contributions of women writers from Lower Assam deserve 

focused academic attention because their works represent distinct regional experiences, 

linguistic diversity, social structures, and women’s perspectives rooted in local contexts. 

The present study examines the contribution of women writers in Assamese fiction with 

special reference to Lower Assam. It explores how women authors have enriched Assamese 

literature through thematic innovation, characterization, depiction of women’s lived 

experiences, and engagement with issues such as education, patriarchy, social reform, 

identity, family structure, and changing socio-economic conditions. The study also attempts 

to understand the representation of regional consciousness and cultural expressions reflected 

in fictional writings emerging from Lower Assam. 

The research adopts an analytical and descriptive approach based primarily on secondary 

sources including published novels, short stories, critical essays, literary reviews, and 

scholarly studies. Through textual interpretation and literary analysis, the study highlights 

the evolving literary voice of women and their role in expanding the scope of Assamese fiction 

beyond conventional boundaries. The findings indicate that women writers have contributed 

not only to literary development but also to creating spaces for social dialogue and cultural 

documentation. Their writings demonstrate an intersection between personal experiences 

and broader societal concerns, thereby strengthening the richness and diversity of Assamese 

literary discourse. 

The study concludes that women’s contribution to Assamese fiction, particularly in Lower 

Assam, constitutes an important area of literary scholarship and offers valuable insights into 

regional literature, gender perspectives, and contemporary Assamese cultural studies. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

1. Background of the Study 

Assamese fiction occupies an important place in the literary tradition of Assam and reflects 

changing social, cultural, and historical realities. Women writers have contributed significantly to 

this literary sphere by introducing alternative viewpoints, social criticism, and representations of 

lived experiences. In Lower Assam, women’s literary participation has developed within a distinct 

socio-cultural environment shaped by linguistic plurality, regional diversity, and interactions 

among different communities. 

 

2. Conceptual Understanding of Assamese Fiction 

Assamese fiction includes novels and short stories that portray social transformation, cultural 

practices, human relationships, identity formation, and regional experiences. Women’s writing has 

expanded the thematic and stylistic dimensions of Assamese fiction by introducing perspectives 

connected with gender, community, and everyday realities. 

 

3. Geographical Background of Lower Assam 

Lower Assam refers broadly to the western region of Assam and includes districts such as 

Goalpara, Dhubri, Barpeta, Bongaigaon, Kokrajhar, Chirang, South Salmara–Mankachar and 

adjoining areas. The region is characterised by riverine landscapes, agricultural communities, and 

cultural diversity. Compared with Upper Assam and Central Assam, Lower Assam demonstrates 

stronger multilingual interaction and regional variation which influence literary production. 

 

4. Cultural and Linguistic Context of Lower Assam 

The literary culture of Lower Assam has evolved through interactions among Assamese-speaking 

populations and various local linguistic traditions. This diversity has shaped narrative structures, 

characterization, oral traditions, and literary themes found in fiction written by women authors. 

 

5. Religious Contributions and Literary Influence 

Religious and cultural traditions have contributed to Assamese fiction through ethical values, 

social practices, and community narratives. In Lower Assam, the coexistence of Hindu, Muslim, 

and other local traditions has influenced literary expression. Women writers have documented 

themes of coexistence, social reform, family life, spirituality, education, and changing gender 

roles. 
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Compared to some other regions of Assam, Lower Assam presents a broader representation of 

inter-community interaction and everyday negotiations of identity. Such features enrich fictional 

narratives and contribute to wider Assamese literary discourse. 

 

6. Women’s Contribution to Assamese Fiction 

Women writers have contributed through: 

• Representation of women’s experiences and agency   

• Preservation of regional culture and local memory   

• Critical engagement with social inequalities   

• Expansion of literary themes and narrative styles   

• Documentation of changing family and community structures 

 

7. Comparative Perspective: Lower Assam and Other Areas of Assam 

Compared with Upper Assam, where literary narratives frequently engage with historical 

developments and socio-economic transitions, fiction from Lower Assam often reflects regional 

coexistence, cultural plurality, and localized social realities. This comparison does not imply 

hierarchy but demonstrates different literary emphases across regions. 

 

8. Significance of the Study 

The study contributes to understanding regional literary diversity and highlights the role of women 

in strengthening Assamese fiction through inclusive and culturally grounded narratives. 

 

9. Research Gap 

Although Assamese fiction has received scholarly attention, focused studies on women’s 

contribution with special reference to Lower Assam remain comparatively limited. 

 

10. Objectives of the Study 

1. To examine women’s contribution to Assamese fiction.   

2. To analyse the geographical influence of Lower Assam on fictional writings.   

3. To study the role of religious and cultural contexts in shaping literary narratives.   

4. To compare literary characteristics of Lower Assam with other areas of Assam.   

5. To identify major themes represented by women writers.   

6. To explore the significance of women’s literary contribution in contemporary Assamese 

literature. 

 

11. Scope of the Study 

The study is limited to Assamese fiction and selected literary contributions associated with Lower 

Assam. 

 

12. Structure of the Paper 
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The paper consists of introduction, review of literature, methodology, analysis and interpretation, 

findings, suggestions, conclusion, and references. 

 

II. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

Introduction 

Review of related literature provides the conceptual and scholarly foundation of the study. The 

present review focuses on scholarly discussions and published works available before 2013 

concerning Assamese fiction, women’s literary contribution, regional literary traditions, and socio-

cultural influences in Lower Assam. The review is organised thematically to identify existing 

knowledge and locate the research gap. 

Studies on Assamese Fiction 

Earlier literary historians and critics examined the historical development of Assamese fiction 

from the emergence of modern prose to contemporary narrative traditions. These studies observed 

that Assamese fiction gradually evolved from reform-oriented and idealistic writing to realistic 

and socially grounded narratives. Researchers highlighted the role of fiction in representing 

changing social structures, education, family life, and regional identities. These discussions 

established Assamese fiction as an important source for understanding social and cultural 

transformation. 

Studies on Women’s Contribution in Assamese Literature 

 Literary discussions acknowledged women’s contribution as an important component of 

Assamese literary growth. Women writers were increasingly recognised for presenting 

perspectives connected with women’s experiences, family relations, social values, and cultural 

continuity. Literary analyses argued that women’s writing extended beyond domestic themes and 

contributed to broader literary and social discourse. 

Research on Women’s Fictional Narratives 

Several literary studies before 2013 examined women-authored novels and short stories and 

identified recurring themes such as education, identity, social inequality, emotional experiences, 

and changing gender relations. Researchers suggested that women’s fiction introduced greater 

sensitivity toward lived realities and expanded thematic possibilities in Assamese literature. 

Regional Literature and Lower Assam 

Research on regional literature emphasised that literary production is shaped by geography, 

language, and local culture. Lower Assam emerged as an important literary region due to its 

multicultural and multilingual character. Studies described how literary narratives from this region 

reflected local traditions, coexistence, agricultural life, and social interaction among communities. 
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Religion and Literary Representation 

Earlier studies on Assamese literature recognised religion as a cultural influence rather than only 

a spiritual institution. Literary works reflected values, practices, and community relationships 

associated with different religious traditions. In Lower Assam, the interaction of multiple religious 

communities contributed to literary diversity and enriched fictional representation. 

Comparative Understanding with Other Areas of Assam 

Comparative literary discussions before 2013 suggested that different regions of Assam 

demonstrate distinctive literary tendencies. Upper Assam literature often highlighted historical 

transitions and economic developments, while Lower Assam literature frequently represented 

local cultural interaction and social plurality. These differences contributed to the diversity of 

Assamese fiction rather than creating literary divisions. 

The reviewed literature demonstrates that women have contributed meaningfully to Assamese 

fiction through thematic expansion, cultural representation, and literary innovation. However, a 

focused investigation into Lower Assam remained limited. This review provides the conceptual 

basis for the present study. 

 

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Introduction 

This chapter explains the methodological framework adopted for conducting the study. The 

methodology has been designed to ensure systematic investigation of women’s contribution to 

Assamese fiction with special reference to Lower Assam. The study follows accepted academic 

procedures suitable for literary and qualitative research. 

Research Approach 

The study adopts a qualitative research approach because literary investigation requires 

interpretation of texts, themes, social meanings, and cultural representations. The approach enables 

in-depth understanding of women’s literary contribution and regional influences. 

Research Design 

A descriptive and analytical research design has been adopted. The descriptive component 

examines literary developments and contextual factors, while the analytical component interprets 

themes, representations, and literary contributions reflected in selected fictional texts. 

Nature of the Study 

The present investigation is literary, interpretative, comparative, and document-based in nature. It 

examines literary materials and critical writings to understand women’s contribution in Assamese 

fiction. 
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Area of the Study 

The geographical focus of the study is Lower Assam. The literary context includes Assamese 

fictional writings associated with the socio-cultural environment of the region and comparative 

references to other areas of Assam where relevant. 

 

Sources of Data 

Both primary and secondary sources are used. 

Primary Sources: Selected Assamese novels and short stories authored by women. 

Secondary Sources: Books, journal articles, literary criticism, dissertations, edited volumes, 

conference proceedings, and published documents relevant to Assamese literature. 

 

Population of the Study 

The population consists of published Assamese fictional literature written by women and relevant 

scholarly literature associated with Assamese fiction. 

 

Sampling Technique 

Purposive sampling has been adopted. Literary texts and scholarly materials are selected based on 

relevance to women’s contribution, regional context, publication significance, and thematic 

suitability. 

Sample of the Study 

The sample includes selected fictional works and critical materials representing different periods 

and literary concerns connected with Assamese fiction and Lower Assam. 

Criteria for Selection of Texts 

Selection criteria include authorship, relevance to study objectives, representation of Lower 

Assam, thematic richness, contribution to Assamese fiction, and scholarly importance. 

Tools and Techniques for Data Collection 

Document analysis and textual analysis have been used. Information is collected through close 

reading, note-taking, thematic classification, and comparative interpretation of literary texts. 

Methods of Data Collection 

Data are collected from libraries, published literary texts, academic journals, literary archives, and 

authenticated secondary materials. 

Method of Data Analysis 



© Volume 2, Issue 6, June 2026 | JATIR 

JATIR 140684      JOURNAL OF ACADEMIC TRENDS & INNOVATIVE RESEARCH (JATIR) 2904 

The collected data are analysed through thematic analysis, content interpretation, comparative 

literary analysis, and descriptive presentation. Themes are categorised according to research 

objectives. 

Variables and Dimensions of Analysis 

The analysis focuses on themes such as women’s representation, geographical influence, religion 

and culture, regional identity, social change, narrative style, and literary contribution. 

Validity and Trustworthiness 

To maintain academic quality, literary sources are cross-checked, interpretations are supported by 

published evidence, and thematic consistency is maintained across the analysis. 

Ethical Considerations 

The study follows academic ethics by acknowledging sources, avoiding plagiarism, and ensuring 

fair interpretation of literary texts and scholarly opinions. 

Delimitations of the Study 

The study is limited to selected Assamese fictional writings and relevant literary criticism. The 

research does not attempt to cover all genres of Assamese literature. 

 

IV. DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 

This chapter presents objective-wise analysis and interpretation for the study titled 'A Study on 

Women’s Contribution in Assamese Fiction with Special Reference to Lower Assam'. The analysis 

is qualitative and interpretative in nature and synthesises literary themes, regional context, and 

comparative observations. 

Objective 1: Women’s Contribution 

Analytical Indicators Interpretation 

Expansion of 

narrative themes 

Women writers broadened Assamese fiction by incorporating everyday 

realities, social transformation, memory, identity and cultural 

continuity. Their contribution extends literary discourse beyond 

conventional narrative structures. 

Representation of 

women’s 

experiences 

Women writers broadened Assamese fiction by incorporating everyday 

realities, social transformation, memory, identity and cultural 

continuity. Their contribution extends literary discourse beyond 

conventional narrative structures. 

Social critique Women writers broadened Assamese fiction by incorporating everyday 

realities, social transformation, memory, identity and cultural 
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continuity. Their contribution extends literary discourse beyond 

conventional narrative structures. 

Regional voice Women writers broadened Assamese fiction by incorporating everyday 

realities, social transformation, memory, identity and cultural 

continuity. Their contribution extends literary discourse beyond 

conventional narrative structures. 

 

Objective 2: Geographical Influence of Lower Assam 

Analytical Indicators Interpretation 

Riverine 

environment 

Lower Assam appears as a literary space where geography shapes 

characters, social relations, mobility and cultural representation. 

Rural–urban 

interaction 

Lower Assam appears as a literary space where geography shapes 

characters, social relations, mobility and cultural representation. 

Regional identity Lower Assam appears as a literary space where geography shapes 

characters, social relations, mobility and cultural representation. 

Multilingual 

coexistence 

Lower Assam appears as a literary space where geography shapes 

characters, social relations, mobility and cultural representation. 

 

Objective 3: Religious and Cultural Dimensions 

Analytical Indicators Interpretation 

Coexistence Fiction reflects religious and cultural interaction as part of lived social 

experience rather than as isolated themes. 

Family values Fiction reflects religious and cultural interaction as part of lived social 

experience rather than as isolated themes. 

Cultural practices Fiction reflects religious and cultural interaction as part of lived social 

experience rather than as isolated themes. 

Social change Fiction reflects religious and cultural interaction as part of lived social 

experience rather than as isolated themes. 

 

Objective 4: Comparison with Other Regions 

Analytical Indicators Interpretation 

Lower Assam Comparative interpretation suggests regional differences in emphasis 

while maintaining continuity within Assamese literary tradition. 

Upper Assam Comparative interpretation suggests regional differences in emphasis 

while maintaining continuity within Assamese literary tradition. 

Central Assam Comparative interpretation suggests regional differences in emphasis 

while maintaining continuity within Assamese literary tradition. 

Mixed regional 

influence 

Comparative interpretation suggests regional differences in emphasis 

while maintaining continuity within Assamese literary tradition. 
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Objective 5: Dominant Themes 

Analytical Indicators Interpretation 

Identity Recurring themes demonstrate the role of women authors in 

documenting social and cultural transformation. 

Education Recurring themes demonstrate the role of women authors in 

documenting social and cultural transformation. 

Women’s agency Recurring themes demonstrate the role of women authors in 

documenting social and cultural transformation. 

Community life Recurring themes demonstrate the role of women authors in 

documenting social and cultural transformation. 

 

Comparative Interpretation Table 

Area Common Literary Orientation Observed Comparative Features 

Lower Assam Cultural plurality Regional coexistence and social diversity 

Upper Assam Historical and social transition Broader historical emphasis 

Other Areas Context-specific narratives Variation in regional experience 

Illustrative Diagram 

The diagram below is an analytical visual prepared for presentation of objective-wise 

interpretation and does not represent statistical measurement. 

 

Major Findings 

1. Women’s contribution strengthened thematic diversity in Assamese fiction. 

2. Lower Assam influenced narrative settings and cultural representation. 

3. Religious and cultural coexistence emerged as recurring literary elements. 

4. Regional comparison indicates different literary emphases across Assam. 
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5. Women’s writings contributed to documentation of social transformation. 

The analysis indicates that women’s contribution to Assamese fiction is closely associated with 

regional experience, cultural interaction, and changing social realities. Lower Assam provides a 

distinctive context for understanding literary development within Assamese fiction. 

 

V. SUGGESTIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS AND EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS 

This section presents suggestions, recommendations, and educational implications derived from 

the findings of the study. The discussion has been framed in relation to the socio-cultural and 

literary conditions of lower Assam. The recommendations aim to strengthen literary scholarship 

and improve recognition of women’s contribution to Assamese fiction, particularly within the 

context of Lower Assam. 

A. Suggestions 

1. Greater Documentation of Women’s Literary Contribution 

Before 2013, literary documentation relating specifically to women’s contribution in Assamese 

fiction remained comparatively scattered. Systematic documentation of literary works, author 

profiles, and regional contributions should be encouraged. 

2. Promotion of Regional Literary Studies 

Academic studies should provide greater attention to Lower Assam as an independent literary 

space. Regional literary diversity should be recognised as an important component of Assamese 

literary development. 

3. Inclusion of Women Writers in Literary Discussions 

Women’s literary contribution should receive equal academic attention in literary seminars, 

publications, and research initiatives. 

4. Preservation of Local Cultural Narratives 

The regional narratives reflected in women’s fiction should be preserved through literary archives, 

institutional collections, and critical studies. 

5. Encouragement of Comparative Literary Research 

Future literary studies should compare the contribution of women writers across different regions 

of Assam to understand variations in themes and literary approaches. 

B. Recommendations 

1. Strengthening Literary Research at Higher Education Level 

Universities and colleges should encourage focused literary research related to women’s 

contribution and regional literature. 

2. Expansion of Library Resources 
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Educational institutions should strengthen access to Assamese literary criticism, fiction, and 

regional literary publications available. 

3. Academic Recognition of Regional Literature 

Curriculum developers may consider expanding academic representation of literary contributions 

emerging from Lower Assam. 

4. Literary Workshops and Scholarly Discussions 

Institutions may organise seminars and literary activities promoting research on women’s fiction 

and regional literary traditions. 

5. Support for Publication and Translation 

Selected literary works may be translated and critically discussed to increase academic 

accessibility. 

 

C. Educational Implications 

1. Development of Inclusive Literary Education 

The findings indicate the importance of including women’s literary contributions within literary 

education and curriculum planning. 

2. Strengthening Regional Literary Awareness 

Educational practice can support awareness regarding regional diversity and cultural 

representation in Assamese literature. 

3. Promotion of Critical Reading Skills 

Students may develop interpretative and analytical skills through engagement with women’s 

fictional narratives. 

4. Encouragement of Cultural Understanding 

Study of fiction contributes to understanding cultural coexistence and social interaction reflected 

in Lower Assam. 

5. Contribution to Literary Scholarship 

The study may support future researchers interested in Assamese fiction, regional literature, gender 

studies, and literary criticism. 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

 

The present study examined women’s contribution to Assamese fiction with special reference to 

Lower Assam within the broader literary and social context that existed prior to 2013. The analysis 

indicates that women writers played an important role in expanding the thematic, cultural, and 

interpretative dimensions of Assamese fiction. Their literary contributions reflected social 
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realities, cultural values, regional experiences, and changing perceptions of women’s roles in 

society. 

The findings suggest that women’s fictional writings contributed to the representation of everyday 

life, identity, education, social relationships, and community experiences. Through literary 

expression, women writers strengthened Assamese fiction by introducing perspectives that 

enriched literary discourse and widened the scope of narrative representation. 

The geographical setting of Lower Assam emerged as an important influence on literary 

expression. The region’s cultural diversity, linguistic interaction, and social coexistence shaped 

literary themes and contributed to distinctive fictional narratives. Compared with other areas of 

Assam, Lower Assam reflected particular attention to regional experience and social plurality. 

The study further observed that religious and cultural influences appeared in literature primarily 

through social practices, community interaction, ethical values, and everyday experiences. Women 

writers represented these dimensions as part of lived social realities rather than isolated literary 

themes. 

The overall findings support the view that women’s contribution to Assamese fiction forms an 

important area of literary scholarship. A focused understanding of Lower Assam enriches the study 

of Assamese literature by highlighting regional diversity and women’s creative participation. The 

study therefore contributes to literary criticism, regional literary studies, and future research in 

Assamese fiction. 
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