© Volume 2, Issue 6, June 2026 | JATIR

Analyzing The Mediatization of Terrorism in
Indian New Cycle

Mr. Sampath Kumar R

Assistant Professor
Department of Humanities

St. Francis De Sales College (AUTONOMOUS)

A Study of Sensationalism, Public Perception, and National Security Narratives

Abstract- The mediatization of terrorism has become a major concern in contemporary media
studies, particularly within the rapidly expanding news environment of India. This study
examines how Indian news media represents and amplifies terrorism through continuous
coverage, sensational reporting, emotional framing, and competitive broadcasting practices.
The research focuses on the role of television news channels and digital media platforms in
shaping public perception, political discourse, and national security narratives.

Using qualitative content analysis and case study methodology, the paper analyzes media
coverage of significant terror incidents such as the and the study explores how repetitive visuals,
dramatic narratives, and real-time reporting contribute to fear construction and symbolic
amplification of terrorism.

The findings suggest that excessive sensationalism and TRP-driven reporting often intensify
public anxiety and influence collective opinion. The paper concludes that while media serves an
important informational role, ethical journalism and responsible reporting practices are
essential to prevent the unnecessary glorification or amplification of terror-related narratives.

I.  INTRODUCTION

The relationship between terrorism and mass media has become increasingly significant in the
contemporary information age. In India, terrorism-related incidents have received extensive media
attention due to their political, social, and psychological impact on society. Over the past two
decades, the expansion of 24/7 television news channels, digital journalism, and social media
platforms has transformed the manner in which terror incidents are reported and consumed by the
public. Continuous live coverage, breaking-news culture, emotional storytelling, and dramatic
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visual presentation have contributed to what scholars describe as the “mediatization of
terrorism,” where media coverage becomes an integral part of the overall impact of terrorist
activities.

The rise of competitive broadcasting and TRP-oriented journalism has further intensified the speed
and style of reporting. Major terror incidents such as the and the demonstrated how continuous
media exposure can influence public fear, national sentiment, and political discourse. While media
plays an essential role in informing citizens and ensuring transparency, excessive sensationalism
and repetitive broadcasting may unintentionally amplify terror narratives and create widespread
psychological anxiety among viewers.

Media framing is therefore an important aspect in understanding how terrorism is interpreted by
society. Through selective visuals, language, headlines, and panel discussions, news organizations
shape public perception regarding national security, patriotism, and collective identity.

The framing of terrorvism not only influences audience understanding but can also affect
governmental responses and public opinion.

The present study aims to analyze the mediatization of terrorism within the Indian news cycle and
examine how news media constructs and communicates terror-related narratives. The research
focuses on the role of sensationalism, live reporting, and competitive news culture in shaping
public perception and amplifying the symbolic impact of terrorism.

The study seeks to address the following research questions:

e How does Indian news media frame terrorism-related events?

e Does sensationalized coverage contribute to fear amplification among the public?

e What role does TRP competition play in terrorism reporting within Indian news channels?

By examining these questions, the study attempts to contribute to broader discussions on media
ethics, responsible journalism, and the relationship between terrorism and mass communication
in contemporary society.

II. LITERATURE REVIEW

Previous studies in Media Studies suggest that terrorism and media share a closely connected
relationship. Mediatization theory explains how media influences public understanding of terror
incidents by transforming violent events into widely consumed news narratives. Terrorist acts often
gain greater psychological impact through extensive media exposure.

Research on terrorism communication highlights that continuous coverage, live reporting, and
dramatic visuals can unintentionally amplify fear and public anxiety. Studies related to the showed
concerns regarding excessive real-time broadcasting and sensational reporting.

JATIR 140586 JOURNAL OF ACADEMIC TRENDS & INNOVATIVE RESEARCH (JATIR) 3320



© Volume 2, Issue 6, June 2026 | JATIR

Media framing theory explains how news channels shape audience perception through selective
language, visuals, and narratives, while agenda-setting theory states that repeated media coverage
increases the public importance of terrorism-related issues.

Studies on Indian television news culture reveal that TRP-driven competition and 24/7 news
broadcasting often encourage sensationalism and emotionally charged reporting. Additionally,
social media platforms have accelerated the spread of terror-related information, enabling rapid
circulation of both verified and unverified content. Scholars therefore emphasize the importance
of ethical journalism and responsible reporting practices in the coverage of terrorism.

. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

This study is primarily based on media framing theory and agenda-setting theory within the field
of Media Studies. These theories help explain how Indian news media presents terrorism-related
events and influences public understanding of such incidents.

Media framing theory suggests that news organizations shape audience perception by selecting
specific words, visuals, headlines, and narratives while reporting events. In the context of
terrorism, media channels often use emotional language, dramatic visuals, patriotic rhetoric, and
repeated broadcasting to construct particular interpretations of terror incidents. Such framing
influences how viewers perceive issues related to national security, fear, violence, and political
response. The theory helps analyze how Indian news channels create narratives that may amplify
public anxiety and emotional reactions during terror-related events.

The study also uses agenda-setting theory, which argues that media plays a major role in
determining which issues become important in public discussion. Although media may not directly
tell people what to think, it strongly influences what people think about through repeated coverage
and emphasis on specific topics. Together, these theories provide a framework for examining the
mediatization of terrorism and the influence of news media on public perception and social
response in contemporary India.

IV.  RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study adopts a qualitative research design to analyze the mediatization of terrorism within the
Indian news cycle. The qualitative approach is appropriate because the research focuses on
understanding media narratives, framing techniques, visual presentation, and the overall
representation of terrorism by Indian news organizations. The study aims to examine how news
media constructs public perception and amplifies the symbolic impact of terrorism through
continuous coverage and sensational reporting practices.

The research is primarily based on secondary data collection methods. Data has been collected
from television news broadcasts, digital news portals, newspaper archives, academic journals,
research articles, government reports, and published literature related to terrorism and media
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studies. These sources provide detailed information regarding media behavior, reporting styles,
and public communication during terror incidents.

Purposive sampling has been used to select major Indian news channels and significant terrorism-
related events for detailed analysis. The study focuses on prominent national news channels that
received high public viewership and played a major role in shaping public discourse during terror
incidents. Particular emphasis is placed on analyzing media content during major case studies such
as the and the . These incidents were selected due to their extensive media coverage, national
significance, and influence on public opinion and political discussions.

The study examines media coverage during and immediately after these incidents in order to
understand patterns of reporting and narrative construction. Comparative content analysis is used
as the primary analytical technique. The analysis focuses on headlines, visuals, breaking-news
formats, emotional language, panel discussions, patriotic narratives, and repetitive broadcasting
practices adopted by Indian news channels.

Additionally, the study evaluates the role of TRP competition, sensationalism, and live reporting
in shaping fear perception and public response. Through systematic content analysis, the research
identifies recurring themes and communication patterns that contribute to the mediatization and
amplification of terrorism in contemporary Indian media.

V. ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

Sensationalism and Breaking-News Culture

The emergence of 24/7 news broadcasting in India has significantly changed the reporting style of
terrorism-related events. Indian news channels often rely on continuous “breaking news” coverage,
dramatic headlines, and emotionally charged language to attract audience attention. During major
terror incidents, repetitive broadcasting of visuals, urgent background music, and speculative
discussions contribute to heightened public anxiety. Sensational reporting increases viewer
engagement but may also amplify fear and panic among audiences. The competition to provide
instant updates frequently results in excessive focus on dramatic content rather than factual and
balanced reporting.

Visual Dramatization and Fear Construction

Visual presentation plays a major role in shaping audience perception during terror incidents.
Continuous replay of violent scenes, emergency operations, injured civilians, and security
responses creates a strong emotional impact on viewers. Coverage of the demonstrated how
repeated visuals and live telecasts intensified public fear and psychological distress. Media
organizations often use emotionally loaded visuals and language that contribute to the symbolic
amplification of terrorism beyond its physical consequences. Such dramatization may
unintentionally support the objectives of terrorist groups by spreading fear on a larger scale.
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Nationalism and Media Rhetoric

Indian news media frequently frames terrorism through nationalist narratives and patriotic rhetoric.
During terror attacks, television debates and news discussions often emphasize national unity,
military response, and public anger against terrorism. While such narratives strengthen collective
identity and national solidarity, they may also encourage emotionally polarized discussions. In
some cases, media rhetoric can reduce space for objective analysis and critical debate. The use of
patriotic framing during incidents such as the influenced public sentiment and political discourse
across the country.

Role of Social Media in Terror Amplification

The growth of social media platforms has transformed the circulation of terrorism-related
information. News content is rapidly shared across digital platforms, enabling instant public
reaction and wider audience engagement. Social media allows users to actively participate by
commenting, reposting, and discussing terror-related content. However, the rapid spread of
unverified information, edited visuals, and emotional narratives can contribute to misinformation
and public panic. Digital platforms therefore play a major role in amplifying the visibility and
emotional impact of terrorism in contemporary society.

Ethical Challenges in Live Reporting

Live coverage of terror incidents raises several ethical concerns related to journalism and national
security. Real-time broadcasting may unintentionally reveal sensitive operational details, security
movements, or hostage situations. During the , concerns were raised regarding unrestricted live
reporting and its possible effect on security operations. Ethical challenges also include spreading
unverified information, invading victim privacy, and prioritizing speed over accuracy. Responsible
journalism requires balanced reporting, fact verification, and sensitivity during crisis situations.

TRP Competition and Commercialization

TRP-driven competition among news channels has intensified the commercialization of terrorism
coverage. News organizations often prioritize audience engagement and ratings through dramatic
presentation styles, aggressive debates, and sensational headlines. Terror incidents become high-
viewership events that attract large audiences and advertising revenue. As a result, commercial
interests may influence reporting patterns and encourage excessive dramatization. The pressure to
maintain audience attention sometimes compromises journalistic ethics and balanced reporting
standards.
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Key Patterns in Indian Terrorism Coverage

Aspect Observed Media Practice Possible Impact
Breaking-News Conti.nuous live updates and urgent Increased public anxiety
Culture headlines

. . Repetitive violent visuals and emotional ) )
Visual Dramatization P Fear amplification

sScenes

Nationalistic Framing [|Patriotic rhetoric and emotional debates ||Public polarization

Social MediaJRapid sharing of information and .. .
) . .. Spread of misinformation
Circulation opinions
. ) . ) Commercialization of]
TRP Competition Sensational and dramatic reporting .
terrorism
Live Reporting Real-time operational coverage Ethical and security concerns

VI.  FINDINGS

The findings of this study reveal that terrorism coverage in India has become deeply influenced by
sensationalism, continuous news cycles, and competitive broadcasting practices. Indian news
channels frequently transform terror incidents into highly dramatic media events through nonstop
breaking-news coverage, emotional storytelling, urgent headlines, and visually intense reporting
formats. While such coverage increases audience attention and viewer engagement, it also
contributes significantly to fear construction and psychological anxiety among the public.

One of the major findings of the study is that repetitive broadcasting of violent visuals, security
operations, explosions, and emotional public reactions amplifies the symbolic impact of terrorism.
During incidents such as the, continuous live telecasts created a nationwide atmosphere of panic,
uncertainty, and emotional distress. The study observed that repeated exposure to the same visuals
and dramatic commentary intensified viewers’ perception of insecurity and fear beyond the actual
physical scope of the attack.

The research also found that TRP-driven competition among news channels plays a major role in
shaping the style of terrorism reporting. In the race to provide instant updates and exclusive
information, several channels prioritize speed over verification, which can sometimes lead to
incomplete, speculative, or unverified reporting.

Aggressive debates, dramatic visuals, emotionally charged language, and sensational presentation
styles are frequently used to maintain audience engagement and maximize viewership. This
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commercialization of terrorism coverage often shifts the focus from informative journalism to
audience-driven spectacle.

Another significant finding is the strong presence of nationalistic and patriotic framing in Indian
terrorism coverage. News discussions commonly emphasize themes such as national unity,
revenge, military strength, and public anger against terrorism. During the , media rhetoric strongly
influenced public emotions and political discourse across the country. While patriotic narratives
strengthen collective identity and solidarity, they may also reduce space for balanced debate and
deeper socio-political analysis.

Overall, the study concludes that modern terrorism reporting in India extends beyond simply
informing the public. Through sensational visuals, repetitive coverage, emotional framing, and
digital amplification, media organizations actively shape public perception, collective emotions,
and national discourse surrounding terrorism. While media remains essential for public awareness
and democratic communication, the findings emphasize the urgent need for ethical journalism,
responsible reporting standards, and balanced coverage during terror-related events.

VII. CONCLUSION

The study concludes that the mediatization of terrorism has significantly transformed the nature
of terrorism reporting within the Indian news cycle. In the era of 24/7 broadcasting and digital
media expansion, terrorism is no longer reported merely as a security issue but is often presented
as a highly dramatized media event. Through continuous breaking-news coverage, emotional
framing, repetitive visuals, and sensational narratives, Indian news media plays a major role in
shaping public perception, national sentiment, and political discourse surrounding terrorism.

The research highlights that while media serves an essential democratic function by informing
citizens and providing real-time updates during crises, excessive sensationalism and TRP-driven
competition can contribute to fear amplification, misinformation, and emotional polarization
among audiences. The study also emphasizes that nationalistic rhetoric and aggressive reporting
styles sometimes overshadow balanced analysis and ethical journalism practices.

The findings suggest an urgent need for stronger journalistic ethics and responsible reporting
standards during terrorism-related incidents. News organizations should prioritize factual
accuracy, verification of information, sensitivity toward victims, and national security
considerations over commercial interests and audience ratings.

Excessive live coverage of security operations and emotionally charged debates should be
carefully regulated to avoid unnecessary panic and misinformation.

The study further recommends the development of clearer editorial guidelines and ethical
frameworks for terrorism reporting in India. Media institutions should encourage balanced
reporting, responsible use of visuals, and greater accountability in digital journalism. Additionally,
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media literacy awareness among audiences can help reduce the impact of misinformation and
sensational content.

Overall, the research concludes that responsible journalism is essential in ensuring that media
coverage informs the public without unintentionally amplifying the psychological and symbolic
objectives of terrorism.

VIII. RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the findings of the study, several recommendations can be suggested to improve terrorism
reporting in India. News organizations should follow stronger ethical reporting guidelines and
avoid excessive sensationalism, emotional dramatization, and speculative reporting during terror
incidents. Accurate and balanced journalism should be prioritized over TRP-driven competition.

The study also recommends delayed broadcasting of sensitive security operations to prevent the
disclosure of tactical information during live crises. Media channels should coordinate responsibly
with security agencies while reporting ongoing incidents.

In addition, stricter fact-checking standards are necessary to reduce misinformation and
unverified reporting, especially on digital and social media platforms. Media literacy programs
should also be promoted to help audiences critically understand and evaluate terrorism-related
news content.

Overall, responsible journalism and balanced reporting practices are essential to ensure that
media coverage informs the public without unnecessarily amplifying fear and panic.

Research Gap

Although several studies have examined terrorism and media coverage, limited research
specifically focuses on the mediatization of terrorism within the Indian news cycle and its
connection with TRP-driven broadcasting, sensationalism, and digital amplification. Existing
studies mainly discuss terrorism reporting from political or security perspectives, while fewer
studies analyze how continuous news coverage shapes public fear, emotional response, and
national discourse in contemporary India. This study attempts to bridge that gap by examining the
relationship between media practices, public perception, and terrorism reporting in the Indian
context.

Ethical Considerations

This study is based entirely on secondary data collected from publicly available academic sources,
news reports, and media archives. The research does not involve direct interaction with victims,
journalists, or participants. Care has been taken to maintain neutrality, avoid political bias, and
present information responsibly. Sensitive terrorism-related content has been analyzed only for
academic purposes while respecting journalistic ethics and public sensitivity.
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Limitations of the Study

The study is limited to selected terrorism-related incidents and major Indian news channels. Due
to time and resource constraints, the research mainly relies on qualitative content analysis and
secondary data sources. Audience reactions and psychological impacts were not measured through
surveys or interviews. Additionally, media practicesa may vary across regional channels and digital
platforms that are beyond the scope of this study.
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X.  FUTURE SCOPE OF RESEARCH

Future research can expand the study by conducting quantitative surveys on audience perception
and psychological impact during terrorism coverage. Comparative studies between Indian and
international news media can also provide deeper understanding of global terrorism reporting
practices. Further research may examine the role of artificial intelligence, algorithm-driven news
feeds, and emerging digital platforms in shaping terrorism narratives and public opinion in the
future.
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